
 
 
 

August edition 2023: 

Welcome to the last month of WINTER.  Our members who attend the Club Rooms on a regular basis can attest 

to how cold they have been some days.  However, all the chatter and a hot brew soon changes that.  

We currently have around 14 members who attend the Club on a regular basis across the 3 days 

were are open. We have also had a couple of member of the Public drop in during July to get some 

help/guidance with their Family Research.  

 

June/July has been a very busy time for several of our club members as we 

prepared for the Village Heritage Day held on Saturday 22nd July. Sue and 

Helen have invested many hours looking for information, photos, trolling 

through BDM records and Trove gathering what they could about as many 

Families as they could find as part of the Founding Families Project. They then 

printed and bound this information and Sue created large scale posters that 

were attached to blackboard style boards (supplied by the Village) which were 

scattered throughout the Village on the day as a way of enticing people to 

come visit the Club rooms to find out more. Due to the large number of these 

posters needed to be displayed they had to be attached to the boards on 

Friday and then covered with plastic to protect them from moisture overnight.  

 Sue, Jane and Helen working on covering the finished boards with plastic  

                                             painters drop sheets. The boards were heavy and needed to be moved  

                                             several times through the process. The area under the roof was cleaned  

                                              and our tables and chairs were taken from the shed and needed cleaning.  

                                              Carrie and Bev  

                                                                                                                                                   Selling Books, Drinks, Raffle  

                                               

                                              

                                                                       

                                                                    Binders containing Family Information 
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                   As part of this day we invited several Clubs and Groups to join us and help to promote this 

Region. We hosted, Woodford Historical Society, History Redcliffe, Sunshine Coast Regional 

Council featuring BANKFOOT HOUSE, Karen Wallwork Beachmere Author, Peachester 

History Committee. Set up started at 6am then a quick break for morning tea and a hot 

cuppa before the Venue opened to the public at 9am.  We had a steady flow of people visit 

throughout the early part of the day. Some related to families that we featured and some 

who now live in the area and just wanted a little information about the Region. One couple 

were attracted because they live on Ulhmann Road and had wondered about the name.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                                                                                    Emma from Sunshine Coast Council 

p                                                                                                                  gave our Club a copy of the History 

o                                                                                                                  of Bankfoot House 

 Karen Wallwork presented our Club   

w                                                                                                                 with a copy of her books.  

                                                                                                                   THANK-YOU to both for these books 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

A big thank-you to the members who assisted on Heritage Day without your help 

the day would not have happened.                                              

We raised $222.50 on the day.  The raffles on the day,  one year free membership Won by Renee a 

member and the painting donated by David Bennion won by a very excited Leon who came back to the 

Village to collect his prize.  

Some of our boards and 

the Grand Parade from 

Heritage Day 



 
 
 

The FOUNDING FAMILIES PROJECT is an ongoing Project and we will continue  

to collate information about these families and the impact that they had on 

the formation of our town and region. If anyone has any information/photos 

that they are willing to share please get in touch. 

We are now asking our members if anyone is willing to assist with this project. 

Helen is happy to do spreadsheets but, she need the research on these families 

to be undertaken by our members. This will involve searching eg: records, 

BDM, Trove, in an effort to get as much info about their lives and families as 

possible. If you would like to help but are unsure of what to do please get 

intouch and we will give you some guidelines. 
Moving forward with this project it is our plan to feature a couple of Families in 

each edition of our Newsletter. Our first 2 are Richard (DICK) BAKER  

‘Beachmere’ and the John BELL Jr land owner of ‘Bellmere’ from 1867.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 
 
 

Presidents Report 

Hello Members 

Heritage Day 2023 

I just wanted to say that since I became President, the Committee and I have 

been extremely busy preparing for the ‘Heritage Day’ at the Village. As we 

were given the opportunity to be a major part of the Historical Content for the 

day, it has highlighted the fact that the information that we hold within our 

Library and the knowledge base of our members both past and present, is of 

enormous importance not only to us but to the Village.                                                                    

We have been able to provide family details for approx. 30 of our ‘Founding 

Families’ list which grows steadily by the day. Many of these families will be 

linked together by marriage over a number of generations and this truly 

demonstrates how our small settlement of Caboolture and surrounding 

districts became a thriving community so quickly. There are many of our 

‘Founding Families’ who settled and had between 10 and 16 children who in 

turn had similar numbers of children. These spread far and wide and became 

important members of the community in both Caboolture and in the entire 

Moreton Bay Regions which until the individual shires were founded was from 

Point Danger to Noosa and west to the Great Dividing Range. We will be 

continuing with ‘Founding Families’ as a long-term project for our group and 

will hold an information session on how we are finding and handling the 

information and what we intend to do with it as we move forward. I would 

encourage all members to take an interest in this project and see if there is 

anything that you may be able to do to assist in the project.  

The ‘Heritage Day’ has been successful from the Village’s perspective and will 

go on again next year. This will give us a full year to prepare more information 

and develop other ideas to help us engage with our community and expound 

the benefits of our organisation. 

I would like to say a huge ‘thank-you’ to Helen Eaton for her incredible effort in 

helping collate data for ‘Heritage Day’ and to Alison Algate for her amazing 

help in preparing everything for the day. A big ‘thank-you’ for all the members 

who came to help and support our efforts on the day and I thank-you very 

much. We are a small group but with luck and some more promotion, 

hopefully our numbers will grow. Well done everyone. 



 
 
 

August is History Month 

We are going to participate in the Moreton Bay Regional Council History 360 

and will open our Rooms on the same day that they are holding their 

‘Unlocking The Queensland Prisons Museum’ event in the Village which is on 

Saturday 2nd September. We will open from 9am till 2pm as this event has 2 

sessions. 

We are also looking for ideas to help promote our group ‘History Month’. The 

MBRC are more than happy for us to participate further during this week-long 

event. Please let me know if you have any thoughts on what we could do. 

Patron  

We have approached Councillor Mark Booth to be our Patron for our Group. 

He is a very keen family historian himself and a member of a ‘Founding Family’. 

I am meeting with him this week to try and persuade him to take on the role 

and help us promote our group within the Caboolture Region. We will also be 

looking for some assistance in applying for several types of funding and are 

hoping that he may be able to put us in touch with someone who can help us 

in this area. 

Well, I think that is all for now. I do hope that you enjoy this Month’s 

Newsletter. 

Sue. 

                                                                                                                Screenshot from 

                                                                                                                    Facebook  

 

                                                                                                               Great for anyone  

                                                                                                               who wants to    

                                                                                                               order certificates                             

 

                                                                                                                

 

 



 
 
 

AUGUST is FAMILY HISTORY MONTH 

Perhaps members could drop into the Club and update us on their 

research. 

Have you made any exciting discoveries? 

Solved any mysteries? 

Found a missing relative via DNA? 

Shot a Family Story full of Holes? 

We would love to hear from you. 

A quick reminder as I am currently working on putting together an edition of 

Hindsight for the Spring – September, If any members have a particular item, story or 

article that they would like to put forward for the Edition could they either email it to the 

Club or drop in to the Club rooms and pass it on.  

                         

                             FATHER’S DAY RAFFLE $2 per ticket 

                    FIRST PRIZE $50. 

                    SECOND PRIZE $25. 

To all our members and their families we wish the following 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A couple of reasons to celebrate with CAKE, 2 of our members with a Birthday on the same 

day, Jane and Jacki, and on Saturday Janet and her wonderful family chose to all meet up for 

a picnic lunch in front of the Club House during the Heritage Day Celebrations. Janet also 

popped in to the Club on Monday and Wednesday and yes there was CAKE to share with 

fellow members.                                                                                                                                        

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  



 
 
 

One of our feature boards on Heritage Day was Morayfield State School and 

we were given this flyer.  The Headmaster of this school from 1916-1931 

Daniel John Collins was the Grandfather of our member Beryl Collins late 

husband. 

 

Morayfield State School was 

designed by Richard George 

Suter and built by Robert 

Monteith who won the tender. 

For £265 the Teaching Building 

and the Head Teacher’s 

residence were constructed. 

Opened 4th August in 1873 as 

Caboolture National School. By 

December of that year 34 

children were on the School 

Roll. 

Info from Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia. 

 

The need for a school was first 

addressed by William Geddes 

Snr and constructed on land 

donated by Capt Claudius 

Buchanan Whish. 

Information obtained for The Geddes Mystery by Brian Jones.  

  



 
 
 

We have given the Village and Saskia some feedback about the Heritage Day, 

both positive and negative. For an inaugural event it was very well put 

together and Saskia is already working towards a bigger and better event in 

July next year. 

 

                                                                   

 

                                            

Sprung catching a little nap late on Friday Afternoon while 

waiting for a late arrival. This Lady has pushed herself to the 

limit to ensure that everything was perfect for Heritage Day. 

No we did not wake her but the Train racing in the 

background did.  

Saskia and her team deserve a big thank-you for their efforts 

 

As we farewell the last month of Winter with warmer day ahead except for those 

dreaded Ekka Westerly’s we can also reflect on the fact that 6 months of 2023 has 

slipped/slid/skidded/raced by.  

As of today 31st July there are 147 days till Christmas, and if we are lucky 1 month till 

the shops start putting out the Christmas cards and baubles for us to buy, they seem 

to be doing this earlier and earlier every year. 

 

 

To each and every one, members and their families and loved ones a safe, happy and 

healthy August. 

 


